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Monday, February 27, 1995

Muskegon Mission
Expands Through
Higher Education
Center

An estimated 1,500 people turned
o ut fo r the recent opening of the
Muskegon Higher Education Center,
home to a consortium of colleges
offering bachelo r's and master's
degree programs for abo ut 660 students.
Located in a $10.4 million
addition
to
95,000-square- foot
Muskegon Community College, the
center includes a business and
industrial conference cente r, a distance learning lab, a 140-seat dining
room and lecture hall.
In addition to GVSU and MCC,
other participating colleges include
Ferris State University and Western
Michigan University.
"When I came back to west
Michigan 25 years ago I felt there
was a renaissance in Muskegon,"
said GVSU President, Arend Lubbers. "And now this is the latest in
that re naissance."
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Grand Valley's Internationalization
Efforts Booming
GVSU continues to build inte rnatio nal partne rships w ith several foreign institutions.
An exchange agreement w ith
Ecole Superie ure des Scie nces Commerciales d'Anger, a prestigio us business school in Angers, France, will
put fa culty and stude nts in France
beginning next Fall .
The schools' plan is to trade
between departments so fac ulty will
re place each othe r for a semester or
academic yea r, accord ing to International Affairs Dean Lo uis O livier.
He said that GVSU students w ill
experience "full immersion" in courses taught in the French language.
"French stude nts almost never w ork
alone . It's almost all research and they
work with the subject and learn to
work w ith a team, " O livie r sa id .
In anothe r development, a Social
Sciences program w ith Kingston University in England will be expanded
to include Business Accounting,
Finance, Public Adm inistration, Music,
and Fine Arts exchanges.
"Talk about late breaking news this stuff is happening, " O livier sa id .
"We look fo r places that are the most
compara ble to Grand Va lley. Someplace that makes a good fit and doesn't have partne rshi ps w ith 100 other
universities ."
Another new program will put ten
students and two facu lty members at
the East China Uni versity of Science
and Techno logy (ECUST) in Shanghai
this summer as part of the East Asian
Stud ies p rogram. Participants w ill take
courses in English about contempora1y China and Chinese culture .
"ECUST sees itself becoming the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
of China. They are very entrepreneurial. They are a young university that
was a trade school that added liberal
a1ts," he added.
The Office of Internatio nal Affairs
is currently conside ring proposals

from Chile, Argentina, Ecuador and
Costa Rica .
"There 's no periphery a nymore eve1y thing is the cente r. If I look at
the amount of international business
in west Michigan , there are companies do ing business w ith and in most
countries around the world," Olivie r
said .

Dean Louis Olivier

Internationalization
Symposium Scheduled
At the Cook-DeWitt Center
Life in a global society and the
internatio nalizatio n of GVSU will be
featured at an Internatio nalization
Symposium to be held Februa1y 28 and
Ma rch 1, fro m 9 a. m. to 5 p.m. in the
Cook-DeWitt Center.
The interd isciplina1y symposium
will bring GVSU people fro m different disciplines togethe r to talk abo ut
o ne subject, said Roberta Simo ne,
p rofessor of English .
Pa nelists will discuss study- ab road
programs; women in the develo ping
world , including India a nd El Sa lvador; inte rnatio nal themes of the
Mid-East and easte rn Europe; educatio n in China; California's Proposition
187; and inte rnatio nalizatio n w ithin
Latino culture.
The symposium is spo nsored by
the Grand Valley Review, Phi Ka ppa
Phi, and the University Honors Program. The schedule of activities w ill be
available in the Cook-DeWitt Center.
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Jim Willette Sails Into Retirement
Jim Willette, assistant vice president
for Business and Finance, plans to
spend the summer being a "beach
bum" and sailing his catamaran .
Willette is retiring after 15 years at
GVSU. He came here after serving as
controller fo r 14 years at Ferris State
College. In those days Thomas Jefferson and William James Colleges were
being consolidated into Grand Valley
State College.
"Grand Valley had a large commuting part-time population," Willette
remembered. He also noted that
Grand Va lley was then lowest in per
pu pil spending among state colleges.
Flat budgets, realignments and
reductions in state allocations made
Willette's first years at GVSU a challenge. He and his staff found ways to
run operations mo re efficiently and to
do more w ith less .
"It put us in the position to learn to
live within our resources and find ways
to economize to accomplish our goals,"
he said . Willette credits Grand Valley's
success through the lean 1980s to "excellent leadership and staff."
"We've streamlined and structured
things so we can run efficiently," he said.
He has seen the budget increase
from $26.4 million in 1980 to $93.4
million in 1994. State appropriations
have jumped from nearly $13 million
to $35 million over those same years.
"We used most of the money to
create needed academic programs and
hire staff," he explained . It now takes
nearly three full-time people to handle payroll o peratio ns, up from one
person in 1980.
In addition to managing the growing budget over the years, the Business and Finance Department added a
new accounting system and restructured the leadership roles.
Willette said he is proudest of the
fact that the university has never operated with a budget deficit in his 15
years. He also is proud never to have
missed a board meeting in that time.
In retireme nt, Willette plans to
spend time with his 23 grandchildren ,

do volunteer work with International
Aid, a worldwide Christian aid organization, and do some carpentry work
at the Tri-City Museum where his
wife , Jeanne , is the education director.

An Ope n House for Willette is
planned at the Business and Finance
Office, 201 LMH, o n Tuesday from
3-5 p.m. Tuesday will be Wi llette's
last day at GVSU.

Jim Willette (left) and his successor Jim Bachmeier discuss transition details.

Faculty/Staff Sketches
Victoria Brehm, assistant professor
of English, presented a paper titled ,
"Constance
Fenimo re
Woolson's
Regional Vision" at a Constance Fenimore Woolson Celebration . She is
also the charter president of the
newly fo rmed Constance Fenimore
Woolson Society.
Jeff Quinn, assistant football coach,
gave a presentation titled, "Offensive
Line Plan and the Grand Valley Way,
Teaching Progression for Zone Run

Blocking," at the First Annua l
Tri-State University Footba ll Clinic
for high school coaches in Angola,
Indiana.

In the News
Terry Ann Rosander, assistant professor of Social Work, was interviewed on Channe l S's Live a t 5:3 0,
w ith Suzanne Geha. Rosander spoke
abo ut "Keeping Love Alive in the
'90s" on Valentine's Day.

University Club News
University Club members and their fam ilies are invited to a pool party, the first
family event of 1995, on March 12 from 2-4 p .m. Families can enjoy the
olympic- size swimming pool in GVSU's Fieldhouse for a nominal fee .
The next Coaches Club Luncheon will be held at noon on March 13 at the Meadows and the Mystery Readers Club meets on March 15 at 5 p .m. in the Meadows.
Also, don't forget that the Toastmasters Club meets at the Meadows every
Wednesday at 7:30 a.m.
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Across Campus
Communications Courses
In Demand
The media 's growing roles in
American culture are reflected in the
high demand for GVSU Communications courses .
Severa l media courses are offered
this summer to meet e nrollment
needs.
The School of Communications
also is expanding into the professional workshop arena by planning works hops on directing, special effects and
lighting. A two clay workshop about
filming with a 35 mm Panavisio n ca me ra also is planned .
Alex Nestere nko, director of the
School of Communications, said he
hopes to develop a following for
future workshops among professionals thro ughout the Great Lakes
Region.

Thomas Jefferson College
Reunion Scheduled
Former
faculty
Thomas Jefferson
College (TJC) are
invited to a twoclay re union of
graduates this summe r with more
than 100 TJC alumni and their families expected to
attend.

me mbe rs

of

The eve nt will begin at noon on
Saturday, July 22 , in the Great Roo m
of the Pickard Living Center. The
re union will feature a pizza rece ption,
ente11ainment, campus tours , a working cruise aboa rd the research vessel
DJ. Angus and an exhibition of art
and inclust1y by TJC alumni . A potluck
picnic is p lanned for Sunday, July 23.
TJC is best known as an "alternative enviro nment" that established
"identity, problem solving, creating,
valuing, implementing and performing," from 1968 to 1980, according to
Kent Fisher, alumni relations assistant.
Its innovative curricula and atmosphere drew much attention within the
academic community around the
nation and world . TJC graduates have

gone on to success business, inclust1y, education and the creative arts,
Fisher said.
For more information, contact
Fisher at x6526 o r by ce: Mail.

Bone Marrow Donor Drive
This Tuesday
A simple blood test can mea n the
gift of life for someone needing a
bone man-ow transplant, and Tuesday's
Grand Valley donor drive will encourage minorities to come fo1warcl .

The screening involves a blood test
from which a person's marrow type is
dete rmined and then placed o n the
National Registry.
Of the 1.4 million volunteer marrow donors on the regist1y, minority
patie nts face a one-in-a-millio n
chance of finding a match.
The testing drive takes place o n
Tuesday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. in Kirkhof Cabins A, B and C. The campaign
is organized by the Office of Minority
Affa irs.

Calendar of Events
Cultural Events

Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS
*Galle1y Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Thursday .
All activities are in facil ities on the Allendale Campus unless othe1wise noted.
Monday, February 27
6 p.m.: Black Histo1y Month. GVSU Black Student Union Soulfest. Promenade, Kirkhof
Center.
Monday, February 27-Sunday, March 5

Gallery Hours*: Art exhibit. Douglas Warner: Notatio ns. Calder Gallery, Ca lder Fine Arts
Center.
Thursday, March 2

12 noon: Lunchbrea k Series. The Mixed Blood Theatre returns with the Paul Robeson
story. Free. Louis Armstrong Theatre, Calder Fine Arts Center.
General Events
Tuesday, February 28-Wednesday, March 1

9 a. m.-5 p.m.: All-Campus Symposium on Internationalization and GVSU.
Cook-DeWitt Center. Sponsored by the Grand Valley Review, Phi Kappa Phi , and
the Uni versity Honors Program. For more information, contact Roberta Simone at
extension 3539.
Thursday, March 2

10 a.m. : West Michigan Ca reer Connections. Business and industry representatives will
network with students in business, computer science, engineering and other majors
interested in business careers. Kirkhof Center.
Sports

Sports Hotline : 895-3800
Friday, March 3-Saturday, March 4
Time to be announced: Women's Basketball. GLIAC Tournament. Location to be
announced.
Saturday, March 4 - Friday, March 10

Baseball . Spring Trip. Fort Myers, Florida.
Saturday, March 4 -Saturday, March 11

Softball. Spring Trip. Fo11 Myers, Florida.
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Recognize Anybody?
If yo u can identify any of these late 60s GVSC types sitting in the back
of a garbage truck, se nd your ed ucated guesses to the FORUM cc:Mai l box
o r the Office of University Communicatio ns, JHZ 24, x2221.
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The Grand Valley Fornm is published
every Monday by the Office of University
Communications when classes are in session, and biweekly during the summer.
Items must be submitted in writing by
Tuesday noon to Kristen Garceau , Office of University
Communications, 24 Zumberge Libra1y, GVSU, Allendale,
MI 49401- 9403. Telephone: (616) 895-2221 , FAX (616)
895-2250. Grand Valley State University is an Equal
Opportunity, Affirmative Action Instituition.
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Time to shine your go!{ clubs and dust off your
bikes ... was spring in the air last week?

